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EDITORIAL.E NOTE3S

THAT "HOG-TIGHT FENCE" AGAIN.

Quite a number of letters referring to an edi-
torial note in the last issue of the JOURNAL have
been received and it is very evident that the action
of the Board of Medical Examiners referred to by
Vanderburgh does not meet with much approval,
to say the least. The following is a sample and
is a letter written by a distinguished physician in
the Southern part of the State:

"In reading the last issue of the STATE
JOURNAL and especially the published letter of
Dr. Vanderburgh, at his request, on the so-
called 'hog-tight fence,' it has occurred to
me that the inward craving of the doctor's
'spleen' has been fully satisfied. And I had
another thought in reading this letter and
your editorial comments thereon: Could it
be possible that any medical man sufficiently
intelligent and honored by the state to sit on
the Board of Medical Examiners could be
found so narrow and selfish as to desire to
sacrifice the health and lives of the people of
the state in the interests of some one 'pathy'!
God save the people!"
In order that our members may become ac-

quainted with the facts and that the attitude of

the members of the Board of Medical Examiners
on this very important question may be a part of
the printed record, the minutes of the board have
been carefully gone over and particular attention
given to their method of dealing with the osteo-
pathic situation, for reasons which will appear
subsequently. The minutes of the June meeting
show the following action:

"Moved by Molony, seconded by Vander-
burgh, that on the basis of the report of the
College Investigation Committee, the Los An-
geles College of Osteopathic Physicians and
Surgeons, the California Eclectic Medical Col-
lege and the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons of San Francisco be temporarily ap-
proved till December i, 1915, as qualifying
applicants for the Physician and Surgeon ex-
amination.

"Ayes: Tasker, Vanderburgh, Molony,
Campbell, Brown, Smith, Pinkham.

"Noes: Alderson, Loos."
There is the record. What does it mean? It

means quite a lot, when you study it. It means
that an osteopath is no longer to be an osteopath
but is to be recognized as a "physician and sur-
geon." Under our wonderful and fearful medical
law, the Board of Examiners is authorized to issue
two classes of licenses to practice; to drugless prac-
titioners and to physicians and surgeons. The
osteopath of course comes within the drugless
limitation-or did, until this action of the board
which Vanderburgh so complacently refers to as
removing a section of the "hog-tight fence." The
action of the board above quoted appears to allow
graduates of an osteopathic school to apply for li-
cense to practice, not as osteopaths, but as' physi-
cians and surgeons! And two Regular members
of the board voted for the resolution: Wm. R.
Molony, Los Angeles; A. M. Smith, Oakland;
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Dr.
Gundrum has not been filled, so that there are
but four Regulars on the board at present.

OSTEOPATHIC M.D.'S, AND HOW.

The resolution bases this recognition of graduates
of an osteopathic school for application to obtain
a physician. and surgeon license on the report
of the College Investigation Committee. It may
be said in passing that the Los Angeles College
of Osteopathy has been claiming for some time
that it was competent to teach and did teach and
graduate doctors of medicine, giving the degree of
M.D. The report of this College Investigation
Committee for last year has already been com-
mented upon in the JOURNAL. It is spread upon
the minutes of the Board of Examiners and hence
is a public document which any one may consult.
It showed conclusively that the claim of this
osteopathic school to teach regular medicine was
what would be a farce if it were not an insult
to human intelligence. On the basis of this year's
report, which is not materially different from last
year's, this osteopathic school was given recogni-
tion as a drugless college for one year and only


